Mission Statement

Through loving God, everyone at St. Peter’s School is committed to creating a happy, loving and secure environment for learning which has Christ at the heart of it’s community, where everyone is valued and shows respect for each other.

The Nature of collective worship

We believe that Christian worship in a Catholic school names and celebrates God’s presence in our lives. It is concerned with giving glory, honour, praise and thanks to God. It is our loving response, in word and action, to god’s invitation to enter into relationship made possible through the work of Jesus Christ and the witness of the Holy Spirit.

Legal requirements

We acknowledge the legal requirement that there must be a daily act of worship for all pupils (This can take place at any time during the school day and can be either a single act of worship for all pupils, or separate acts of worship in school groups.) We understand that simply holding an assembly that includes a prayer, said either by the teacher or everyone present, does not fulfil this requirement. We also acknowledge that Collective Worship and assembly are distinct activities. They may sometimes form part of the same gathering, but the difference between the two will always be made clear.

The act of worship is not designated curriculum time and will not be subsumed under any part of the curriculum, including religious Education.

As a rule, Collective Worship will take place on the school premises. However we may hold acts of worship elsewhere e.g. Church “on a special occasion”

The place of Collective Worship in the Life of our School

We believe that collective worship takes into account the religious and educational needs of all who share in it:

· Those who form part of the worshipping community in church
· Those for whom school may be their first and only experience of church
· Those from other Christian traditions –or none
· Those from other faith backgrounds.
It will be an educational and reflective activity or experience to which all can contribute and from which all can gain.

Worship in our school is an integral part of school life and central to our Catholic tradition.

Aims of Collective Worship

We believe that Collective Worship in our school aims to provide opportunity for all pupils and staff:

· To contemplate something of the mystery of God

· To reflect on spiritual and moral issues

· To explore their own beliefs

· To respond to and celebrate life

· To experience a sense of belonging and develop community spirit

· To develop a common ethos and shared values

· To enrich religious experience

· To grow in liturgical understanding and development

· To reinforce prayers which are part of the Catholic tradition

· Top reinforce positive attitudes

· To participate fully

· To take time out  ‘to wonder at’, ‘to come to terms with’, and ‘to give worth to’.

Principles

All collective worship in our school will:

· Raise our mind and heart to God.

· Celebrate the presence of God in our life and school community.

· Involve children in then preparation and delivery of the daily acts of worship.

· Create an informal but reverent atmosphere 

· Be simple, including a range of experiences offered in a variety of groupings and in a variety of settings.

· Give children the opportunity to become active participants in liturgies, particularly the Mass, during their time at St. Peter’s school.

· Give learners positive liturgical experiences, appropriate to their age, aptitude and family backgrounds. In order to achieve this , celebrations will:

· be kept small wherever possible or appropriate to help personalise the experience;

· be short and appropriately paced( learner’s attention span lasts in any one activity 

for an average of one minute per year of life, that is 5-6 mins for Key Stage 1 and 7-  10 mins for Key Stage 2)

Organisation

Each class has a daily act of worship planned  and led by a small group of pupils.  One day a week Key Stage 2 meet together to worship, and one day a week Key Stage 1 meet together to worship. This weekly liturgy will be led in turn by all staff and children will be given the opportunity to assist in leading.
Planning, Content and Delivery of Collective Worship

Collective Worship is planned:

· with flexibility to respond to changing situations within the school and the wider community

· Following a structure with reference to the Church’s seasons.

· To develop in learners skills that enable them to prepare, organise and lead worship rather than always participating or contributing in a token way

· At the beginning of each term in the individual classes.
· The outdoor worship area provides a reflective area for children to worship.

· The rosary will be recited every day in the woods  in October and May.
Recording
In Foundation and Year 1 Classes the class worship will be led by the teacher with opportunities for the children to participate with their thoughts and feelings.

In Year’s two to six each class has a worship plan. The groups of children planning the worship use this plan to ensure they are including everything in their worship. These plans are then modified with support from the teacher and then bound together in a class worship book. In the juniors the children are encouraged to evaluate their worship and in discussion with their peers they look for good parts sand where their worship could improve. 

Monitoring and Evaluation

The pupils worship plans are modified with support from the teacher and then bound together in a class worship book. In the juniors the children are encouraged to evaluate their worship and in discussion with their peers they look for good parts sand where their worship could improve. 

At least once a year the school’s provision of worship is evaluated to consider whether learners are making progress in acquiring skills and abilities in organising and leading worship.

Resources

Each class has liturgy resources such as books, artefacts that can act as a stimulus for collective worship. There is also a central box stored in the Resource Room, which has a range of statues, crosses posters and books etc. to support collective worship.

Voluntary Worship

Each morning there is prayer in the staff room before the start of the school day that is open to everyone. 

Eucharist

Eucharistic celebrations in school will highlight a special season in the church year e.g. Advent and Lent. The same general principles will apply to planning Eucharistic celebration as other acts of worship, therefore opportunities for learners to participate will be maximised.

We believe that learners are best introduced to prayer, the sacraments and in particular the Eucharist in a step by step approach.
In school therefore the Liturgy of the Word rather than the Eucharist will be the norm.

At Key Stage 1 Worship includes:

· Short, simple liturgies with ritual and variety

· Occasional liturgies reflecting the Introductory rites in the Mass and/or the Liturgy of the Word

At Key stage 2 worship includes:

· Short, simple liturgies with ritual and variety

· Occasional liturgies reflecting the Introductory rites in the Mass or the Liturgy of the word; or the Eucharistic Prayer; and/or the Communion Rites

Equal Opportunities

In fulfilment of the school’s mission statement which states that “  everyone is valued and shows respect for each other”, all teachers endeavour to ensure that all pupils, irrespective of gender, ability ethnicity and social circumstances have an active involvement in collective worship and that they have the opportunity to develop skills in preparing and delivering their own liturgies.
Special Educational Needs

All pupils will have access to all aspects of school life, which includes collective worship, and will have the opportunity to make their contribution to the preparation and delivery of these liturgies. In particular, collective worship provides an opportunity for children to express their feelings and explore their spirituality.

The Role of The Subject Leader for Collective Worship

The subject leader will:

· Formulate a written policy for Collective Worship

· Ensure that Collective Worship is appropriate to the age, aptitudes and family backgrounds of learners.

· Maintain and develop effective procedures and documentation

· Observe on occasions Acts of Collective Worship

· Act as consultant to colleagues

· Encourage positive attitudes towards Collective Worship.

· Inform newly appointed colleagues of school policy regarding Collective Worship

· Communicate with parents, governors and the parish community

· Liase with parish priests.

· Liase with Diocesan centre
· Attend appropriate in-service courses and report back

· Keep up to date by personal reading.

· Develop resources available for Collective worship.

· Manage a budget.

Policy Monitoring and review

This policy is monitored by the RE Co-ordinator and is evaluated by the whole staff and governors every three years.
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